DP/CP Breakout Session Summary, Spring 2026

Academic Integrity Strategies and Tools
The meeting began with a discussion on authenticating student work, led by Christin Key, who shared Westwood High School's process for ensuring work submitted to IB is authentic.  Christin discussed strategies for preserving academic integrity, including the use of Revision History, Turnitin, and clear communication of expectations to students. She shared a Canva-made document to help streamline the authentication process and mentioned upcoming IB assessments and training opportunities. Christin also highlighted the importance of consistent policies and teacher-student conversations in maintaining academic integrity.
AI Policy and Academic Integrity
The group discussed policies around AI and academic integrity, particularly regarding student use of tools like ChatGPT and Grammarly for essay polishing. Christin confirmed that while basic digital tools like spell checkers are allowed, generative AI tools are not permitted for final submissions, though subject-specific approaches may vary. The discussion highlighted challenges in enforcing these policies, including students finding ways around restrictions and the difficulty of distinguishing between acceptable research assistance and cheating. Kate shared an update from IB's academic integrity policy allowing basic digital tools for writing accuracy without changing meaning, though this created some uncertainty about the boundaries of acceptable use.
AI Cheating Strategies and Digital Assessments
The group discussed strategies for combating AI-assisted cheating in assessments, with Karen Stanton sharing their school's approach of requiring students to print and highlight PDFs and store them in Google Drive folders. They also discussed various learning management systems (LMS) used by different schools, with ManageBac being the most commonly used platform. The conversation then shifted to the implementation of digital assessments, with Karen Phillips reporting that IB has delayed the rollout to May 2027, with a six-phase implementation plan that will begin with Language and Literature before expanding to other subjects by the 2030s. Phillips emphasized that no school will be forced to adopt digital assessments before they are ready, and encouraged schools to identify potential technology-related challenges with their central offices.. Karen Phillips noted that math would be the last subject area to transition to digital before full implementation. She mentioned concerns about international routing issues affecting access to e-coursework and promised to bring this up at the next focus meeting in May. The group also discussed upcoming TIBS workshops and the importance of participating in the TIBS election. 

Texas IB Schools College Fair , March 31, 2006
Judy Chapman and Sherri Rosse presented details about the college fair, including registration procedures, cell phone policies, and logistics for the event on March 31st. They encouraged all IB students, including those not pursuing the full diploma, to attend. Students will either need access to their phones in order to share their QR code with the college representatives, or they will need a printed copy of their QR code or barcode in order to create greater efficiency at the college fair.
IB Exam Fee Pledge Concerns
The meeting focused on several key topics. Julia raised concerns about new pledges required by IB for public school districts to pay exam fees, which include issues about Israel and the second amendment. Karen Phillips, who is following up with IB, noted that districts paying exam fees are currently experiencing holds, and she will seek clarification from IB's leadership in The Hague next week. The group discussed the status of PEIMS codes for Digital Society and the process of getting IB Business authorized for personal financial literacy credit in Texas. Additionally, the meeting addressed challenges with ESSHL course codes and the need for updated numbers for the upcoming year.


